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TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

January 31, 2011

Ms. Lisa Jackson, Administrator
United States Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20460

Dear Administrator Jackson:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the propose rules for regulation of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions 
from medium- and heavy-duty vehicles. The matter of greenhouse gas regulation is vitally important to the Texas 
agriculture industry, which has an economic impact averaging $100 billion annually on the state’s economy.

Just as in previous comments submitted to your agency on the proposed endangerment finding and the many 
subsequent GHG reporting and permitting rules, I remain concerned about the harmful effects the regulation of 
GHG emissions under the Clean Air Act could have on the Texas farmers, ranchers and consumers. As you know, 
the affordable food and fiber American consumers enjoy is produced in remote rural areas that are often long 
distances from those very consumers, which creates a significant demand for transportation services, including the 
use of medium- and heavy-duty vehicles. For example, according to a 2006 U.S. Department of Agriculture study, 
Americans spent approximately $43.4 billion for the transportation of their food from the farm to consumption.  

While thoughtfully promoting efforts to encourage increased fuel efficiency may eventually produce a positive 
financial benefit and is a function of the U.S. Department of Transportation, EPA’s continued efforts to control 
GHG emissions from mobile sources under the Clean Air Act will produce certain costs but obscure benefits. 
Greater benefits from increased fuel efficiency will be best found by understanding and leveraging consumer 
demand while considering long-term technical capabilities of medium- and heavy-duty vehicle manufacturers.

Sincerely yours,

Todd Staples
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