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Section Number or Title to be Amended: 1 
 2 
10. Agriculture Infrastructure and 15. Food and Agriculture Security 3 
 4 
Subject of Policy Amendment: 5 
 6 
Border Security and Legal Workforce Reform 7 
 8 
Submitted by: 9 
 10 
Commissioner Todd Staples, Texas 11 
 12 
Text of Policy Amendment: 13 
 14 
Section 10. Agriculture Infrastructure 15 
 16 
10.1 Introduction 17 
 18 
[Keep current text and insert the following at the end of the Introduction] 19 
 20 
Domestic agriculture producers and related businesses must have a reliable, trained workforce in order to 21 
produce a safe and secure domestic food supply upon which our customers depend.  As such, American 22 
agriculture would clearly benefit from immigration reform consistent with the policies stated herein and should 23 
be an active advocate for it.  Proper security and enforcement coupled with a legal documented workforce are 24 
critical to meeting the needs of producers and American businesses and to protecting our economy and our 25 
country.  26 
 27 
NASDA seeks tangible resolution of these matters with the following mutually dependent policy principles 28 
implemented simultaneously to help guide the association and policymakers in their efforts to reform the 29 
United States immigration system: 30 

● Reform should respect the rule of law while respecting human dignity. 31 
● Immigration reform should not vilify current document workers. These workers are members of our 32 

communities, many have families, and they should be treated with respect. 33 
● Rather than amnesty, Congress should implement a Penalty-Not-Pardon policy for persons without 34 

proper authorization to live and work in the United States. 35 
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● Labor and employment laws should be enforced. Both employer and employees that knowingly violate 1 
labor laws and requirements and fail to perform required verification and reasonable due diligence 2 
should be prosecuted. 3 

● Reform should not come at the expense of immigrants migrating legally under our current system. 4 
● Persons without authorization to live and work  should first obtain a conditional status with the 5 

following strict requirements: 6 
○ Come forward, fully report and pay a considerable and just fine; 7 
○ Demonstrate verifiable employment or be currently enrolled in a qualified post-secondary 8 

training program or higher education institution; 9 
○ Submit to a criminal background check 10 

● Individuals who fail to timely adhere to the temporary and conditional status requirements to become 11 
fully authorized should be deported in an expedited manner. This conditional status should not be a 12 
pathway to citizenship nor should it bar continued employment in the United States. 13 

● Employers and businesses should have access to an improved E-Verify, or comparable identification 14 
system that is reliable, available for preclearance of new applicants, and reduces burdens on employers, 15 
and their role in enforcing immigration laws. 16 

● Visas should be streamlined and deadlines strictly enforced. Policies should also recognize industries 17 
that need visa workers on an annual basis need a longer-term solution and that an annual emergency 18 
worker program is an unnecessary burden on businesses that can’t find a workforce. 19 

● Guest worker programs are another critical tool to meet workforce needs and should be reformed by 20 
simplifying all programs and recognizing the unique needs of agriculture and rural areas, along with the 21 
service and construction sectors, in order to provide access to a legal, available, and documented 22 
workforce. 23 

● Existing guest worker allotments using documented foreign workers should be increased and based on 24 
market demands with a program that can act quickly to meet labor needs of agriculture and other 25 
sectors. 26 

● Immigration reform should provide employers a viable, sustainable, portable and legal worker program 27 
that meets the future workforce needs. 28 

●  Individuals who, as minors, immigrated to the U.S. with their parents, should obtain conditional or legal 29 
status no later than one year upon turning 18 years of age or, if older than 18, by one year of the law’s 30 
passage to be eligible to apply for citizenship from the United States. 31 
  32 

Section 15. Food and Agriculture Security 33 
 34 
15.1 Introduction 35 
 36 
[Keep current text and insert the following at the end of the Introduction] 37 
American agriculture and the rights of property owners to live and work on their land is a national security 38 
concern. When farmers and ranchers are threatened by transnational criminal organizations based in a foreign 39 
country that conduct repeated operations and trafficking across the private property and land that is cultivated 40 
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to provide the food and fiber our industry and consumers depend upon, the federal government must act to 1 
protect and defend the people and its inhabitants. 2 
 3 
NASDA seeks tangible resolution of these matters with the following policy principles to help guide the 4 
association and lawmakers in their efforts to secure the United States borders and rural lands across this 5 
country: 6 

● The Department of Homeland Security should categorize cartel violence as a global terroristic threat 7 
that threatens our allies and citizens. 8 

● Congress and the President should commit more resources to confront this terrorism. 9 
● Tactics should be changed to allow forceful engagement and effective cross-border enforcement, when 10 

and where appropriate. 11 
● Landowners should be equipped with tools to secure their property and to protect the domestic food 12 

supply, including security cameras, brush eradication program, and report hotlines. 13 
● The federal government should ensure adequate infrastructure is in place along the border to facilitate 14 

the legal movement of people and goods at our international ports of entry. 15 
 16 
Background and Rationale: 17 
Past and present Congresses and Administrations have failed to meet the needs of today's market demands for 18 
labor in both agriculture and other sectors of our economy. 19 
 20 
There is a growing misconception that agricultural groups are solely interested in addressing policy matters that 21 
will give them access to more legal workers. Yet agricultural businesses across the U.S. are as eager as any other 22 
to also resolve the policy matters that have led to a continued reliance on undocumented workers in many 23 
employment sectors. Furthermore, agricultural business owners understand the inherent link between fixing our 24 
worker programs and responding to the challenges of an existing unauthorized population that totals in the 25 
millions.   26 
 27 
 28 
 29 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


