


Applicants are required to read the program guidelines prior to completing the application. For questions or to submit a completed application, please contact the TDA’s Grants Office:  Phone: (512) 463-4406 or Email: Grants@TexasAgriculture.gov.

Section A. Company Information
	Full Legal Business Name:
	[bookmark: _GoBack]     

	



	DBA ‘Doing Business As’ Name (if applicable):
	     

	

	Company Website:
	     

	
	
	

	Mailing Address:
	     
	     

	
	Street Address
	TX County



	
	     
	     
	     

	
	City
	State
	Zip Code



	Physical Address:
	     
	     

	
	Street Address
	TX County



	
	     
	     
	     

	
	City
	State
	Zip Code



	Tax Identification Number:  
(must be nine (9) digits)
	     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     

	Is Applicant delinquent on any federal debt?
	Select yes or no.  

	State of Incorporation:
	 Enter state.

	How long have you been a registered business? 
	Enter years. 

	Are you registered to do business in Texas? 
	Select yes or no.


Section B. Contact Personnel
	(1) Name of Primary Business Contact  



	Full Name:
	     
	     
	|_|  Mr.        |_| Dr.        |_|  Ms.     
|_| Other      

	
	First
	Last
	

	Title/Position:
	     

	Email Address:
	     

	Phone:
	(     )        -                Ext.      
	Alt:
	(     )        -                



	(2) Name of Authorized Official  (This person is authorized to enter into legal agreements on behalf of the business. This person’s name will appear on the Agreement for signature.)   

	Same As Above      |_|
	



	Full Name:
	     
	     
	|_|  Mr.        |_| Dr.        |_|  Ms.     
|_| Other      

	
	First
	Last
	

	Title/Position:
	     

	Email Address:
	     

	Phone:
	(     )        -                Ext.      
	Fax:
	(     )        -                
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Section C. STEP Export Activity
	Please select the activity(ies) for which your small business is requesting financial assistance. Amount of assistance will vary depending on activities selected.



|_| Export training, technical support and advising for beginning and expanding exporters, including export plan development
(Applicant will be responsible for a portion of the cost, paid directly to the International Trade Center- Southwest Border Region Small Business Development Center)
|_| Other export activities and initiatives, subject to approval by TDA 
(Stipends are available for 75% of the activity unless a maximum is identified below)
|_| U.S. Department of Commerce Programs (Gold Key Matching, International Partner Search, Initial Market Check, International Company Profile or Business Facilitation Service)
|_| Commercial Service Discover Global Market conference
|_| Website translation, search engine optimization, localization services (reimbursement capped at $3,000)
|_| Compliance testing for an existing product for entry into an export market (reimbursement capped at $2,000)
|_| Non-state coordinated participation in trade missions, trade shows or sales trips (eligible costs include registration fees, booth space, airfare and ground transportation and lodging expenses)
|_| Fees for shipping sample products (reimbursement capped at $2,000)
|_| Design of marketing media for foreign audience 
|_| State sponsored trade show participation (Turn-key exhibit space at the trade show and interpreters. Applicant will be responsible for foreign travel expenses. Each show has a separate deadline, for questions regarding the deadlines of each show please contact the respective agencies.)
Texas Department of Agriculture Sponsored
|_| VIV Asia 2017 (March 15-17, 2017) – livestock input to semi-processed food products 
Texas Governor’s Office of Economic Development and Tourism – more information
|_| INA PAACE Automechanika (June 14 – 16, 2017) – automotive manufacturing
|_| International Paris Air Show (June 19 – 26, 2017) – aerospace industry 
|_| State sponsored trade mission (financial assistance will include Gold Key Matching, meetings, interpreter, and partial airfare reimbursement.  Applicant will be responsible for all other foreign travel expenses.)
|_| Sub-Saharan Africa countries (May/June 2017) – Processed consumer oriented products
Section E. Company Assessment and Product Description
	



	Does your company have a product or service that has been successfully sold in the domestic market?  
	Select yes or no.

	Does your company have or is your company preparing an international marketing plan with defined goals and strategies?  
	Select yes or no.

	Does your company have sufficient production capacity that can be committed to the export market?  
	Select yes or no.

	Does your company have the financial resources to actively support the marketing of your products in the targeted overseas markets?  
	Select yes or no.

	Is your company committed to developing export markets and willing and able to dedicate staff, time and resources to the process?  
	Select yes or no.

	Is your company committed to providing the same level of service given to your domestic customers?  
	Select yes or no.

	Does your company have adequate knowledge in modifying product packaging and ingredients to meet foreign import regulations and cultural preferences?  
	Select yes or no.

	Does your company have adequate knowledge in shipping its product overseas, such as identifying and selecting international freight forwarders and freight costing?  
	Select yes or no.

	Does your company have adequate knowledge of export payment mechanisms, such as developing and negotiating letters of credit?  
	Select yes or no.

	NAICS Code: Enter number.

	Do any of the following apply to your business? (check all that apply)

[bookmark: Check24][bookmark: Check26][bookmark: Check25][bookmark: Check27]|_| Minority-owned business		|_| Veteran-owned business		|_| Rural business		|_| Woman-owned business

	Describe your niche or sub-industry.

Enter information.

	Provide a brief, non-technical description of the company’s products, services or applications.

Enter information.


	Which of these products, services or applications do you export, or are considering exporting?

Enter information.


	Provide information about where these products are made (TX, USA, overseas, etc.), who produces them, and details about the value added in Texas. 

Enter information.


	Does your company currently export? Select yes or no.
	If yes, for how long has it exported? Enter years.

	Total annual sales (2015, approx.): $
	Annual export sales (2015, approx. USD): $

	Employees in Texas: Enter number.
	Total employees worldwide: Enter number.

	Is the company affiliated? (eg. has a parent company, subsidiary company, etc) Select yes or no.
	If the company is affiliated, list all affiliated companies here: Enter companies.

	Are you currently represented in a foreign country? If yes, which country? How are you represented? (Eg. agent, distributor, sales office, etc.)
 
Enter information.


	Have you received any export counseling assistance from other Texas, federal or nonprofit export promotion programs? This may include programs offered by the Southern United States Agricultural Trade Association (SUSTA), Texas Department of Agriculture, U.S. Department of Commerce, Small Business Development Centers or other similar organizations. Please describe. 

Enter information.	



Application Certifications
	By signing below, Applicant:

	(1) Certifies all information provided in connection with this application is true and correct to the best of Applicant’s knowledge; 
(2) Acknowledges any misrepresentation or false statement made by Applicant, or an authorized agent of Applicant, in connection with this application, whether intentional or not, will constitute grounds for denial of this application; 
(3) Acknowledges acceptance of funds in connection with this application acts as an acceptance of the authority of TDA and the State Auditor’s Office (SAO) or any successor agency to conduct an investigation in connection with those funds, and Applicant further agrees to cooperate fully with TDA and/or SAO or its successor in the conduct of the audit or investigation, including allowing TDA and/or SAO to inspect Applicant’s premises and providing all records requested;  
(4) Acknowledges this application and any payments owed to Applicant in connection with this application may be reduced or denied because of Applicant’s owing any debt to the State of Texas, and if Applicant is an individual, that this application and any payments owed to Applicant in connection with this application may be denied because of delinquency in payment of a guarantee student loan and for failure to pay child support; and
(5) By submission of this application, Applicant acknowledges as a condition of receipt of funds under this program the Applicant will be required to execute an award agreement with the Texas Department of Agriculture, and further acknowledges that failure to timely execute the award agreement will result in withdrawal of any funds awarded, and those funds will be redistributed to other qualified applicants in accordance with state law and TDA rules.

	Applicant further certifies that:
(1) Applicant does not and will not knowingly employ an undocumented worker who, at the time of employment, is not lawfully admitted for permanent residence to the United States or authorized under law to be employed in that manner in the United States. Applicant understands that if, after receiving an award, Applicant is convicted of a violation under 8 U.S.C. Section 1324a(f), Applicant shall repay the amount of the award with interest, at the rate and according to the other terms provided by an agreement under Section 2264.053 of the Texas Government Code, not later than the 120th day after the date of the public agency, state or local taxing jurisdiction, or economic development corporation notifies Applicant of the violation; 
(2) Certifies that no state or federal tax liens have been filed against Applicant or Applicant’s property; and 
(3) Certifies that Applicant has not been convicted of any felony or a misdemeanor involving moral turpitude. 
(4) Acknowledges that pursuant to the 2 CFR 220 and the Texas Uniform Grant Management Standards (UGMS), if applicant fails to comply with any condition, provision, or term of an award made as a result of this application, applicant may have to make a partial or total repayment of such award. 
(5) Applicant authorizes TDA to review, verify and authenticate all information provided in this application.
(6) Applicant understands TDA may request further documentation supporting this application, including contacting other agencies, organizations, facilities or third parties to verify data provided by an Applicant from the records of such agencies, organizations, facilities or third parties.
Notice of Penalties:  The penalty for knowingly making false statements or false entries, or attempts to secure money through fraudulent means, may include fines and/or incarceration and/or forfeiture of funds under applicable state law.

	X
	
	     /     /     

	
	Authorized Official (electronic signatures will not be accepted)
	date



THIS APPLICATION AND ALL SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION MAY BE SUBJECT TO DISCLOSURE UNDER THE TEXAS PUBLIC INFORMATION ACT (PIA). PLEASE IDENTIFY ON YOUR APPLICATION OR ATTACHMENTS ALL INFORMATION YOU CONTEND IS PROPRIETARY, CONFIDENTIAL, PRIVILEGED OR OTHERWISE EXEMPT FROM DISCLOSURE UNDER THE PIA. WITH FEW EXCEPTIONS, YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REQUEST AND BE INFORMED ABOUT THE INFORMATION THAT THE STATE OF TEXAS COLLECTS ABOUT YOU. YOU ARE ENTITLED TO RECEIVE AND REVIEW THE INFORMATION UPON REQUEST. YOU ALSO HAVE THE RIGHT TO ASK THE STATE AGENCY TO CORRECT ANY INFORMATION THAT IS DETERMINED TO BE INCORRECT. (REFERENCE: GOVERNMENT CODE, SECTIONS 552.021, 552.023, AND 559.004.)
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SELF-REPRESENTATION AS AN ‘ELIGIBLE SMALL BUSINESS CONCERN’

The undersigned seeks services from a State grant recipient under the Trade Facilitation and Trade Enforcement Act of 2015 (HR 644), which authorized the State Trade Expansion Program (STEP). 

Section 503 of the Trade Facilitation and Trade Enforcement Act of 2015 defines the term ‘eligible small business concern,’ as a business concern that: 

1. Is organized or incorporated in the United States; 
2. Is operating in the United States; 
3. Meets 
a. The applicable industry-based small business size standard established under section 3 of the Small Business Act; or 
b. The alternate size standard applicable to the program under section 7(a) of the Small Business Act and the loan programs under title V of the Small Business Investment Act of 1958 (15 U.S.C. 695 et seq.); 

The U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) size standards are found at 13 C.F.R. Part 121. Use the following sba.gov link for information on size standards for your business (https://www.sba.gov/category/navigation-structure/contracting/contracting-officials//small-business-size-standards); 
4. Has been in business for not less than 1 year, as of the date on which assistance using a grant under this subsection commences; and 
5. Has access to sufficient resources to bear the costs associated with trade, including the costs of packing, shipping, freight forwarding, and customs brokers. 

Submitting false information in order to obtain services from a STEP grant recipient is a violation of Federal law. If you submit false information the Government may seek criminal, civil, and/or administrative remedies against you, pursuant to 18 U.S.C. §§ 1001, 1040; and 31 U.S.C. §§ 3729–3733. The Government may elect to exclude you from further participation in certain Federal programs and contracts if you submit false information in connection with receiving services from a STEP grant recipient. 

I hereby certify that the business I represent is seeking services from a STEP grant recipient and is an ‘eligible small business concern,’ pursuant to the above definition.

	X
	
	     

	Signature
	
	Date

	     
	
	     

	Title
	
	Company Name
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COMMISSIONER SID MILLER 

 


