ESTABLISHING THE 3E’S GRANT PROGRAM

TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Request for Applications – March 1, 2012
Statement of Purpose.

The Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) is authorized by §12.0027 of the Texas Agriculture Code to administer the 3E’s Grant Program (3E’s) to promote better health and nutrition programs and prevent obesity among children in this state. The objective of the program is to increase awareness of the importance of good nutrition, especially for children, and to encourage children's health and well-being through education, exercise and eating right. TDA’s 3E’s Grant Program consists of two program categories:

1. Establishing the 3E’s Grant Program (Establish3E) – a program that incentivizes the creation of new nutrition education programs in any childcare institution or community organization; and
2. Expanding the 3E’s Grant Program (Expand3E) – a program that rewards the expansion of existing nutrition education programs in public schools only.
Total funding for these grant programs during the 2012 funding cycle is approximately $400,000.
In accordance with Texas Human Resources Code § 33.028, the state legislature has appropriated funding to the TDA for distribution, pursuant to the Establishing the 3E’s Grant Program (Establish3E), to provide grants up to $5,000 for organizations that are in good standing with the Texas Comptroller’s Office to incorporate nutrition education into their programs provided for children.  

Applicants may seek up to $5,000 per campus for expenses related to implementation of the new nutrition education program proposed in the application. Organizations that have more than one campus or location should submit only one application.  Total funding awarded to a single parent organization may be limited to $50,000. Other restrictions or funding limitations may also be considered during the award process. Selected applications will receive funding on a cost-reimbursement basis.

Eligibility. 

Administrative rules relating to the Establish3E are located in Title 4 of the Texas Administrative Code (4 TAC), Chapter 26.  To be eligible for Establish3E funds, an applying organization must:

1. Be an organization that participates in:

a. the Child and Adult Food Care Program administered by TDA;

b. a Head Start Program, as defined in 42 USC 9801 et seq., and 45 CFR Parts 1301-1311; or

c. another early childhood education program; and
d. certifies that it will use awarded funds to provide nutrition education to children between the ages of three and five years old: or

2. Be a community or faith-based initiative that:

a. provides recreational, social, volunteer, leadership, mentoring, or developmental programs; and

b.  certifies that it will use awarded funds to provide nutrition education to children younger than 19 years of age.

Funding Parameters.  

TDA reserves the right to fund projects partially or fully. TDA reserves the right to negotiate individual elements of any proposal and to reject any and all proposals. TDA and the evaluation panel are under no legal or other obligation to execute a grant on the basis of a submitted application.  TDA will not pay for any costs incurred by any entity in responding to this request. Selected applications will receive funding on a cost-reimbursement basis.

Application Requirements.

Form Requirements:

Applications must be submitted on Form ER-120 in order to be considered.  Responses, including Form ER-120, may not exceed six pages. The required form is available on TDA’s website at www.TexasAgriculture.gov under the Grants & Services tab.

Technical Requirements:

The following must be included:

1. Organization Contact Information:  Include name of organization; name, title, and contact information of both the primary contact person for program and the authorized representative who is legally authorized to bind the organization into agreements.

2. Proposed Budget Information:  Provide information on proposed project budget to be implemented with grant funds, if awarded.  Include individual campus names and amount requested for each, if applicable.

3. Authorized Official’s Signature:  Signature of an individual authorized to execute contracts and/or agreements on behalf of the applicant.

4. Project Summary:  Brief Summary of the new program/activity and how funds will be used.

5. Project Description: Provide a detailed description of the new program/activity. Please attach photos or other supporting documentation to this application as needed. Photos will not be included in the six page limit.

6. Project Benefits:  Provide a detailed description of the benefits of the proposed project/activity, including how the project will improve the children’s understanding of nutrition education and improve participation in physical activity

7. Project Audience:  Provide a description of how the new program/activity reaches one or more of these audiences, and include the number reached: (1) the student population; (2) parent and staff population; or (3) the community.

8. Project Results: Provide a detailed description of how quantifiable results will be demonstrated by the new program/activity.

Evaluation of Applications.

Based on the requirements set forth above, a panel appointed by the Commissioner of Agriculture will evaluate applications.  The panel will review the applications and make funding recommendations to the Commissioner.  The panel will consist of representatives including, but not limited to the following:  the Texas Department of Agriculture, nutrition education, and childhood education.  
The proposals will be evaluated using the criteria established in 4 TAC § 26.55, which states that preference will be given to projects that are unique in nature, address the issues of child nutrition and child nutrition education; and target one of the following audiences:  students/participants; parents and staff; or community.  Proposals may also include other components such as physical activity and/or education. 

TDA may also consider in its review of each application: whether the proposed project/activity incorporates sustainability or otherwise supports continuation of the project/activity long-term or beyond the grant award period; whether nutrition education conveyed by the program is acceptable to TDA nutrition experts; whether the population to be reached by the program is comprised of a large percentage of students eligible to receive free and reduced meals; whether the applicant is in good standing with TDA as a contractor in Food and Nutrition Division programs.

Award Information and Notification.

The evaluation panel will recommend applications for Establish3E funding.  The Texas Department of Agriculture will make the final funding decisions. 

Project coordinators will be required to submit quarterly progress reports and budget reports.  Upon completion of the program, a Final Compliance Report of the educational results of the program and photographs to document such results will be due within thirty (30) days.

Grant Agreement.

Eligible organizations that qualify to receive grant funds must execute a Grant Agreement with TDA prior to the disbursement of any grant funds on a cost reimbursement basis.

Reporting Requirements. 

Approved projects are required to submit the following reports: 

1. Payment Requests.  The Establish3E is administered on a cost reimbursement basis.  Funds will be disbursed once a proper payment request, including back-up documentation, has been received by TDA.  Payment Requests may be submitted with no greater frequency than monthly.

2. Project Progress Reports.  These reports are due on a quarterly basis, will range from one to three pages in length, and detail accomplishment of project objectives for the time periods specified in the award document.  

3. Final Compliance Report.  This report is due either thirty (30) days after completion of the project or upon termination of the contract.  The final report shall be submitted in a hard copy format and an electronic format should be emailed to TDA.  The final report shall contain:

a. Project summary:  Description of how grant award was used to further implement the best practice new program/activity; its objectives, importance, efforts, results, and possible future applications of the project;

b. Description of the successes, challenges, and any limitations on the further implementation of the new program/activity associated with the grant award;

c. Description of future plans, including how the new program/activity will continue after the grant is expended; and

d. Photographs – to show program execution and/or document results.

4. Project Budget Reports.  Budget reports detailing the amount of the grant award spent to date are due on a quarterly basis for the time periods specified in the awards document.

5. Final Budget Report. This report is due thirty (30) days after the completion of the project or the termination of the contract.

General Compliance Information.

1. All grant awards are subject to the availability of appropriations and authorizations by the Texas Legislature.

2. Any delegation by the Grantee to a subcontractor regarding any duties and responsibilities imposed by the grant award shall be approved in advance by TDA and shall not relieve the Grantee of its responsibilities to TDA for their performance.

3. Any information or documentation submitted to TDA as part of the project grant proposal is subject to disclosure under the Texas Public Information Act.

4. Awarded grant projects must remain in full compliance with state and federal laws and regulations or be subject to termination at the discretion of TDA.

5. Upon grant award, TDA and the Texas State Auditor’s Office shall have access to and the right to examine all books, accounts, records, files and other papers or property belonging to or in use by the Grantee and pertaining to the grant award.  Additionally, these records must remain available and accessible no less than three (3) years after the termination of the grant project.

6. If the Grantee has a financial audit performed in any year during which Grantee receives funds from Grantor, and if the Grantor requests information about the audit, the Grantee shall provide such information to TDA or provide information as to where the audit report can be publicly viewed, including the audit transmittal letter, management letter, and any schedules in which the Grantee’s funds are included.

7. In accordance with Texas Government Code Ann., § 783.007, grant awards shall comply in all respects with the Uniform Grant Management Standards (UGMS).  Upon grant award, grantees can be provided with a copy or it may be downloaded from www.governor.state.tx.us/divisions/stategrants/guidelines/files/UGMS062004.doc.  

Submission Dates/Locations.

Forms required for submitting an application are available by accessing TDA’s website at www.TexasAgriculture.gov, or by e-mailing Grants@TexasAgriculture.gov. 

One hard copy and one electronic copy of the application in Microsoft Word format must be submitted. Applications must be submitted on the form provided by TDA.  The applications must be postmarked by March 1, 2012. The electronic copy must be submitted to TDA no later than 5:00 pm on March 1, 2012.    
Physical Address (For hand-delivery and overnight mail carriers)

Texas Department of Agriculture

Grants Office

Attn:  Lindsay Dickens
1700 N. Congress Avenue, 11th floor

Austin, Texas 78701

Mailing Address (For US Postal Service mailings):

Texas Department of Agriculture

Grants Office

Attn:  Lindsay Dickens
P.O. Box 12847

Austin, Texas 78711

Texas Public Information Act.

All proposals shall be deemed, once submitted, to be the property of TDA and are subject to the Texas Public Information Act, Texas Government Code, Chapter 552.

Further Information.

Additional information about the Establish3E, the application process and program rules can be found on TDA’s website at www.TexasAgriculture.gov.   In addition, organizations may contact Ms. Lindsay Dickens, Grants Specialist at 512-463-6695 or by email at Grants@TexasAgriculture.gov. 

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on _____.
