TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

ToODD STAPLES
COMMISSIONER

January 29, 2009

The Honorable Barack Obama
President of the United States
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

Congratulations and best wishes as you begin your presidency. Also, thank you for the
recent opportunity to express the policy priorities of Texans as they relate to agriculture. I
look forward to working with you to promote agriculture, healthy lifestyles and economic
development.

One of the priorities I expressed to you in my December 23" letter was to further develop
markets around the world for American agricultural products. Today, I respectfully call
your attention to a specific international market, Cuba, which represents significant hope,
promise and opportunity for our agriculture industry.

Last year, I led the first official state visit from Texas to Cuba since President Kennedy
implemented the trade embargo in 1962. This trip allowed me to witness firsthand the
extreme challenges the Cuban people face and the robust opportunities that exist for the
United States in Cuba. [ encourage you to travel to Cuba to see the challenges and
opportunities yourself, and I would like nothing more than to accompany you on such a
trip.

In addition to its close proximity as our neighbor, Cuba and its people are in extreme
need of America’s leadership. Since the trade embargo, Cubans have been deprived of
the highest quality food in the world, which comes from right here in America. As you
know, in 2001, the United States implemented an exception to the trade embargo for
agricultural and medical products. This was a significant step in the right direction, but
additional steps are needed.

Although Cuba is close to our shores, the transportation costs of shipping agricultural
goods from the United States to Cuba present significant challenges because of three
primary issues. First, the restrictions of the embargo on non-agricultural products limit
the ability to pool together shipments of different products to satisfy various Cuban needs
on a single shipment, which is important for Cuba due to limited in-country storage
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capacity and smaller consumption ability. Next, the embargo prohibits two-way trade,
which would enable two-way shipping, lowering the costs per shipment. And third, the
U.S. Office of Foreign Assets Control at the U.S. Treasury Department requires
American entities exporting to Cuba obtain cash payment for the goods prior to their
shipment from the United States.

Other countries that do extensive business with Cuba are capitalizing on Cuban demands.
I know the diplomatic policy process with Cuba will present extensive challenges, and 1
ask you to move aggressively toward strong diplomatic relationships that will address
concerns and allow for free and open trade with our Cuban neighbors.

Thank you for your consideration. Please do not hesitate to contact me if I can be of
assistance to you on this or any other subject.

Sip€erely you

odd Staples
TS/ks

(e The Honorable Hillary Clinton
Mr. Timothy Geithner
The Honorable Ron Kirk
The Honorable Tom Vilsak



	ObamaPage1.pdf
	ObamaPage2.pdf

