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The U.S. Department of Transportation released a concept document outlining the creation of another
long haul cross-border trucking program with Mexico. The document proposes an approval, monitoring
and review process to allow long-haul trucks from Mexico to operate across the border.

In March 2009, Mexico began imposing retaliatory tariffs on nearly 90 products imported from the United
States. Mexico imposed the tariffs in response to Congressional action suspending funding for a cross-
border trucking program agreed to in 1993 as part of NAFTA. In August 2010, Mexico revised that list to
include nearly 100 products, of which a majority is taxed up to 45 percent.

According to the Department of Transportation, negotiations on the specifics of the trucking program are
expected to last 30 - 90 days once they begin. These developments signal progress toward the removal of
the retaliatory tariffs in exchange for Mexican trucks complying with safety regulations. A formal

trucking program proposal is expected in the coming months with a period included for public comment.

The Department of Transportation concept paper can be found here. You can also read a post on this issue
in Commissioner Staples' blog.
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